make up the Muslim zone3 because 01 one muslim dis-
trict!   That is not a zonal division, it is a conquest.
The zones as proposed by the Rajaji Formula are
logical, fair and satisfy to some extent the essential
requirements on which a division can be justified. It
secures to the Muslim zone the whole of the area which
is predominantly Muslim. The Hindu districts of the
Punjab and Bengal and Assam remain in the Hindu
zone. The Muslim zone will have a population of 6.82
crores out of which 4.95 crores or 74 per cent will be
Muslim and 1.70 crores or 24 per cent will be Hindu-
The community wanting a zone for itself for realis-
ing its destiny as a separate nationality cannot do so
at the cost of the other. If self-determination is in-
sisted on by a community on the ground of a religious
bond or cultural autonomy the area predominantly
occupied by members of another religion are equally
entitled to determine theirs.
The division of the Punjab and Bengal into a
predominantly Muslim and predominantly non-Mus-
lim Punjab is not a new idea. Sir Geofrey Corbett
placed it before the Bound Table Conference. In
October a leader of the Muslim League, in the name
of Mr. Jinnah, handed over such a proposal to Raja
Maheshwar Dayal and some of us met at Delhi in
October 1942 to discuss its implications. The Sikh
leaders who were present then developed the :.A^id
Punjab scheme on its basis. Q* O* &'
But the Punjab finds it very cSfficult to reconcile
itself to a division. Unless stampeded by outside poli-
tico-religious agitation the Muslims of the Punjab will
not like the idea of going out of India or partitioning
the Province. A courageous Muslim leader can always
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